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$10,000 Grant Creates Avalanche of Good Will for Local Non-Profit: The Power of Community
Open house and dedication of new office/classroom/therapy space set for Thursday, May 5, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Boones Mill, VA – A $10,000 grant from Foundation for Roanoke Valley in late 2010 to Unbridled Change, a Boones Mill non-profit equine-assisted therapy center, has snowballed into $30,000 worth of in-kind donations of goods, services and volunteer hours to enable Unbridled Change to continue to expand its services year-round to local at-risk youth, victims of domestic violence, and families with children experiencing physical and emotional challenges. Michelle Holling-Brooks, Founder and Executive Director of Unbridled Change, said “ This is an example of how our local community helped change our organization for the rest of its life and what can happen when a community comes together even during tough economic times.” 
The grant was seed money to build an office, classroom, and psychotherapeutic space inside Unbridled Change’s Halterman indoor riding arena. The result is a new two-story 900-square-foot office and observation area with radiant-heated concrete floors, tempered glass windows, classroom space, and a private consultation office, as well as a new “green” furnace that burns waste motor oil to heat the entire riding arena.  
Michelle Eberly, Program Officer at Foundation for Roanoke Valley, stated “Our Community Programming Committee felt this was a great project to fund and we are thrilled with the response of other supporters.”   The Foundation’s Unrestricted Community Catalyst Funds and the A. Anson and Theresa G. Jamison Fund supported the grant to Unbridled Change. 
Bruce Shelton, General Manager of Capps Home Building Center of Moneta, coordinated the provision of construction supplies that included tempered glass observation windows, which were donated by Franklin Glass & Mirror of Rocky Mount. He credited other suppliers behind the scenes and the company owners Cindy and Dave Cappellari, whose philosophy is “If you do the right thing, everything else takes care of itself.”  Shelton said that Unbridled Change was experiencing the power of community and added “Why wouldn’t a local business support someone who does this much for the community?”
Chandler Concrete Co., Inc. (headquartered in Burlington, NC with local offices in Rocky Mount, Christiansburg and Salem) provided the initial product for the concrete floor, and Jeremiah Mistele and his crew from Procon, Inc. (concrete specialists) of Rocky Mount donated the labor to finish it.  Jeremiah’s wife, Sarah Mistele, also works for Procon and she decided to begin volunteering at the farm as a result of her new knowledge of Unbridled Change.  
Johnny Guilliams owns Genoco Equipment Co. of Boones Mill, which sells and services high-pressure washers and waste oil furnaces.  He credits Marsh Distributing of Verona, VA with helping to provide the new Clean Burn furnace that now keeps the indoor arena at a comfortable 55 to 60 degrees throughout the winter.  Guilliams hauled the furnace to the site at no charge and donated his time and expertise in helping to set it up and operating correctly.
The grandparents of two children in the Unbridled Change program, Ray and Alice Cobb of Roanoke County, donated funds that enabled the construction of the second story and radiant heat throughout the new construction.  Ray Cobb serves on the Unbridled Change board of directors.  
An open house and dedication of the new space will be led by the Smith Mountain Lake Regional Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, May 5 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Unbridled Change, located at 1176 White Oak Road in Boones Mill, VA.  Light refreshments will be served. Media and photo opportunities are welcome. Contact Michelle Holling-Brooks at 540-334-2171 for more information.
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